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CONFIDENTIAL SEOUL 4573 

CINCPAC FOR POLAD, USUN PASS TO LOS DEL 

EO 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PLOS KS 

SUB J : ROK POSITION ON SIXTH LOS CONFERENCE 

REF: A) STATE 116543 201515Z MAY 77 (NOTAL) B. STATE 116631 
(201615Z MAY 77 NOTAL) C) SEOUL 1449 180904Z FEB 77 

SUMMARY: ROK LOS DEL MEMBER SAYS ROK WILL FOCUS ON WARSHIP 
PASSAGE THROUGH TERRITORIAL WATERS, STRAITS AND ECONOMIC 
ZONES AND REGIME OF ISLANDS AT SIXTH LOS CONFERENCE. 

ALTHOUGH KOREANS HAVE TRADITIONALLY SUPPORTED COASTAL 
STATE CONSENT FOR MARINE RESEARCH, ROK DEL WILL LISTEN 
CLOSELY TO US DEL'S VIEWS IN NEW YORK. END SUMMARY 

1 . IN MAY 27 CONVERSATION WITH MOFA TREATIES DIVISION 
CHIEF PAE KYONG-SUN (WHO WILL JOIN KOREA'S LOS DELEGATION 
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IN NEW YORK JUNE 10), EMBOFF DESCRIBED U.S. HOPES FOR 
LOS SIXTH SESSION (REF A) IN GENERAL TERMS. EMBOFF ALSO 
PROVIDED PAE WITH TEXT OF U.S. PROPOSAL FOR MARINE SCIENTIFIC 
RESEARCH (REF B) ALONG WITH BACKGROUND, AND REVIEWED TALKING 
POINTS. PAE LISTENED CLOSELY, AND RESPONDED WITH SUMMARY 
OF KOREAN POSITION. 
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2. PAE SAID THE KOREANS ARE WORRIED THAT UNILATERAL ACTIONS 
BY VARIOUS NATIONS (INCLUDING, "IRONICALLY ", SOME OF THE 
FIRST PROPONENTS OF LOS) MAY HAVE ESTABLISHED A TREND WHICH 
WILL VITIATE THE CONFERENCES GAOLS. ACCORDING TO PAE, 

KOREA HAS SO FAR EXERCISED RESTRAINT DESPITE ITS CLEAR 
INTERESTS (SUCH AS THE NORTH KOREAN THREAT, AND THE NEED TO 
PROTECT ITS MARINE RESOURCES) IN UNILATERAL ACTIONS. HOWEVER 
NOW ROKG HAS ESTABLISHED A CABINET LEVEL COMMITTEE UNDER THE 
PRIME MINISTER WHICH WILL WATCH THE SIXTH SESSION CLOSELY 

FOR AN INDICATION WHETHER CONTINUED ROK FAITH IN THE LOS 
APPROACH IS VIABLE. (COMMENT: EMBASSY HAS REPORTED 
(REF C) KOREAN "RESTRAINT" MAY ALSO HAVE BEEN DUE TO AN 
INTERNAL BUREAUCRATIC LOGJAM OF COMPETING INTERESTS AND 
OPINIONS). 

3. PAE'S COMMENTS ON SPECIFIC ISSUES FOCUSSED ON QUESTIONS 
OF THE RIGHTS OF WARSHIPS TO PASS THROUGH TERRITORIAL 
WATERS, STRAITS, AND ECONOMIC ZONES. PAE OCCASIONALLY 
EXPRESSED THIS CONCERN EXPLICITLY, BUT MORE FREQUENTLY 
PROFESSED KOREANS ARE AS YET UNCLEAR ON DEFINITIONS OF 
CRUCIAL TERMS IN RSNT. WHILE KOREA DOES NOT INSIST UPON 
THE RPINCIPLE OF INNOCENT PASSAGE THROUGH STRAITS, ETC., 

NEITHER IS SHE COMFORTABLE WITH THE PRINCIPLEOF FREE 
PASSAGE, AND THE TROUBLE IS THAT THE RSNT DEFINITION OF 
THE PROPOSED PRINCIPLE OF TRANSIT PASSAGE IS NOT CLEAR 
ENOUGH FOR THE KOREANS TO BE SURE HOW IT DIFFERS FROM 
FREE PASSAGE. SIMILARLY, WHILE THE KOREANS DO NOT SUPPORT 
THOSE COSTAL STATES WHO INSIST THE ECONOMIC ZONE SHOULD 
HAVE THE SAME STATUS AS TERRITORIAL WATERS, PAE DECLINED 
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TO COMMENT ON THE PROPOSITION IT SHOULD HAVE HIGH SEAS 
STATUS, REMARKING, HOWEVER, THAT HE IS WELL AWARE OF THE 
TRADITIONAL U.S. POSITION. FINALLY. PAE EXPRESSED HOPE 
THAT ESPECIALLY THE THIRD PARAGRAPH OF ARTICLE 128 PART II 
(REGIME OF ISLANDS) MIGHT BE IMPROVED. PAE SUGGESTED 
THE CONFERENCE MIGHT AGREE UPON ADDITIONAL CRITERIA SUCH 
AS SIZE, LOCATION, ECONOMIC VALUE, ETC., AS VALID MEANS OF 
DECIDING WHICH ISLANDS CAN DETERMINE ECONOMIC ZONES. ETC. 

PAE DENIED, HOWEVER, THAT ROKG HAS DECIDED THE RSNT IS 
UNACCEPTABLE ON ANY OF THE POINTS HE RAISED, INSTEAD ONLY 
SAYING THAT THE KOREANS LOOK FORWARD TO FRUITFUL DISCUSSION 
IN NEW YORK. 

4. CONCERNING THE U.S. PROPOSAL FOR MARINE SCIENTIFIC 
RESEARCH (REF B), PAE RESPONDED THAT TRADITIONALLY KOREA 
HAS SUPPORTED THE PRINCIPLE REQUIRING CONSENT BY COASTAL 
STATES. HOWEVER, IN RESPONSE TO EMBOFF’S REMARKS FOLLOWING 
TALKING POINTS, PAE QUALIFIED HIS STATEMENT OF PRINCIPLE, 
REPLYING VAGUELY THAT PRECISE EXTENT TO WHICH PRINCIPLE OF 
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CONSENT SHOULD BE HONORED IS STILL OPEN. PAE SAID ROK 
DELEGATION WILL LISTEN CLOSELY TO U.S. SIDE IN NEW YORK 
ON THIS ISSUE. 

5. FINALLY, PAE DISMISSED AS TOTALLY UNFOUNDED THE RECENT 
SPATE OF PRESS REPORTS ROKG WILL USE OCCASION OF SIXTH 
SESSION IN ATTEMPTS AT CONTACTING USSR ON ISSUE OF KOREAN 
FISHING RIGHTS OFF KAMCHATKA PENINSULA. PAE SAID ROKG 
REAT.T7.es IT IS INAPPROPRIATE TO DISCUSS BILATERAL ISSUES AT 
AN INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE. 

SNEIDER 
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NNN 
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